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According to official results, the Institutional Revolutionary Party's presidential candidate, Carlos
Salinas de Gortari, won the July 6 elections albeit with the slimmest margin captured by a PRI
candidate in the past five decades. Candidate of the National Democratic Front (an alliance of
centrist and leftist parties), Cuauhtemoc Cardenas officially received 31% of the vote. Another 17.1%
of the votes, says the government's Federal Electoral Commission, were won by Manuel Clouthier,
candidate of the right-of-center National Action Party (PAN). Cardenas and Clouthier claim that
millions of ballots and tally sheets were falsified, altered or destroyed, and that they were enough to
change the outcome of the election. Supporters of both candidates have organized protests and mass
rallies, and have filed formal challenges at the Federal Tribunal for Electoral Disputes. As of Aug. 8,
a total of 434 challenges to results in 256 of Mexico's 300 electoral districts had been filed. About 90%
were dismissed as "unfounded" or "notoriously inappropriate." In many cases, sworn statements
by witnesses, photographs, videotapes, and photocopies of allegedly altered tallies were introduced.
These elements of evidence have been rejected on the grounds they "are not public documents."
Mexican legislation dictates that the Tribunal must complete its work no later than Aug. 14. The
next site for political maneuvering over the electoral results will be the Chamber of Deputies,
scheduled to convene on Aug. 15. Under Mexican law, the 500-member chamber also serves as an
electoral college. Its first task is to certify the July 6 election of congresspersons. The new Chamber
comprised of 260 PRI deputies, and 240 from opposition parties is expected to convene on Sept. 1.
Consideration of the presidential by the deputies will likely begin in early September. The Mexican
Constitution establishes Dec. 1 as the beginning of the presidential term: if the election is not
certified by that date, the Congress is then empowered to appoint an interim president of its choice.
Mexico's Electoral College, comprised of 500 members of the Chamber of Deputies, was scheduled
to meet on Aug. 15 for the first time, and is expected to begin consideration of the presidential vote
in early September, after certifying the election of congresspersons. * In a joint statement issued
Aug. 4, Cardenas, Clouthier and a third opposition candidate said they would "not accept" the
election results "nor recognize those authorities which emerge from fraudulent elections." They said
they would work together to "create the conditions so that the next government can be sustained
by an unquestionable legitimacy." The statement said, "The electoral process is not over. There
is still time for the public authorities to correct their path so as to safeguard stability, social peace
and the effectiveness of the constitutional order." * As of Aug. 10, leaders of both major opposition
groups were discussing tactics to delay or prevent the official certification of Salinas's victory by
the Chamber of Deputies. Such tactics include joint walkouts whenever the question comes up
for a vote, thereby depriving the electoral college of a quorum. Another possibility considered by
opposition leaders is calling for a secret ballot when the Chamber votes on making the PRI's victory
official. The argument here is that because of the PRI's weak overall support for Salinas, some PRI
deputies may vote against certifying his victory if they believed their vote of no confidence would
remain secret. * As suggested above, Salinas not only faces challenges from the opposition, but
also from factions of the PRI. For instance, in the first week of August, Darwin Gonzalez Ballinas,
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a deputy from the state of Tabasco elected on the PRI ticket, announced he was defecting to
Cardenas's party. Gonzalez, state director of the PRI-controlled National Peasant Confederation,
said he had decided to switch parties because Cardenas "represents a true hope for a change in
benefit of the poor and for an authentic democratization of national life." PRI leaders considered to
be hostile to Salinas are reportedly seeking concessions from him as the price for their support of
certifying his victory in the Chamber of Deputies. One such leader is Joaquin Hernandez Galicia,
head of the Oil Workers Union, who controls about a dozen deputies. Carlos Jonguitud Barrios,
Senator-elect from the state of San Luis Potosi and president of the national teachers' union has
said he would like to be appointed minister of education. His loyalties to Salinas are described as
"unclear." According to the New York Times (08/11/88), "it is not known whether he wants the
post in return for guarantees that his bloc of deputies will endorse Salinas." Salinas has appointed
Emilio Gonzalez as Senate majority leader and Guillermo Jiminez Morales as majority leader in the
Chamber of Deputies. Both are identified with PRI factions opposed to Salinas's program of political
change discussed throughout his campaign. Another "unknown quantity" in terms of support for
Salinas and at what cost is Manuel Camacho Solis, who took office as the PRI's newly appointed
secretary general on Aug. 2. He said he would seek "points of coincidence, understanding and even
alliance" with rightwing and leftist opposition groups. * On Aug. 11, Cardenas filed criminal charges
against Interior Minister Manuel Bartlett Diaz, who also heads the Federal Electoral Commission.
The complaint asserts that Bartlett has abused his authority, and is guilty of covering up illegal acts
and coercing public employees. Cardenas said he would continue to press the charges as long as the
government refuses to publicize election results from 45% of Mexico's nearly 55,000 polling places.
* In speech at PRI headquarters on Aug. 12, Salinas said his government's policies will be organized
to "consolidate democracy" in Mexico. On other elements of his program, Salinas said the major
objectives are economic recovery, controlling inflation and the reestablishment of progressive salary
improvements. Meanwhile, Cardenas and 15,000 supporters in downtown Mexico City pledged to
continue their campaign to challenge Salinas's victory. Both Cardenas and Clouthier announced
separate demonstrations scheduled for Aug. 14. * On Aug. 14 at a rally in Mexico City, Clouthier
read a letter he said he has sent to President Miguel de la Madrid demanding that the July 6 vote be
annulled. According to Clouthier, such action is necessary because the election results continue to
be "gravely questioned by most of the parties and candidates who participated and by the majority
of citizens of the republic." Clouthier called on President de la Madrid to support the appointment
of "an interim president to take office on Dec. 1, 1988" in Salinas's place. He also called on the
president arrange "new elections for the first Sunday of May, 1990, supervised by new legislation
and new voter rolls" in order to "guarantee a free, just and open vote." Meanwhile, followers of
Cardenas gathered at local offices in Mexico City and at 300 congressional district offices throughout
the country. In a statement read at all the rallies, Cardenas urged Mexicans to join him in a sit-in
outside the Congress building in the capital beginning Aug. 15 and continuing through Sept. 1,
when the president is scheduled to deliver his final state-of-the-nation address. Cardenas does
not support Clouthier's call for new elections. * Cardenas's weakest point is reportedly the bloc of
deputies from the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution. This party was widely regarded as a
"satellite party" of the PRI until it joined forces with Cardenas last year. Some Cardenas supporters
have accused the PRI of attempting to buy their support, a charge denied by Authentic party
officials. (Basic data from several reports by New York Times, AP)
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